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McDonald Presbyterian Church             February 2017 

McPresby News 
 

“Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the 
church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the  name 
of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick 
person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, 
they will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other 
and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer 
of a righteous person is powerful and effective.”  James 5:14-16 

As the People of God we believe that the Holy Spirit responds to our prayers and that he 
honors our requests for healing, restoration and grace. While we know that it is not always 
God’s will that a particular person is healed or that a certain situation is resolved according 
to our personal desires, we do know that God loves us and 
that he often delivers us in powerful ways. There is great 
power in gathering together for the purpose of prayer. 
On this evening there will be opportunities to pray in 
many different ways for anyone in need of spiritual or 
physical healing. May the power of the Holy Spirit be 
displayed among us and may many find help in their 
journey on this evening. 

Lenten Prayer & Healing Service 

Sunday, February 26  

 6:00pm Calvary Center Sanctuary 

Pine Springs Camp 

February 10-12 

MYM and Bible Club 412 will be traveling off-
site for a youth retreat at Pine Springs Camp in 
Jennerstown, PA. We have rented a 36-bed 

house for the retreat and have various activities planned. The cost is $30 per student for 
lodging and food. The activities will include Bible studies, games, snow-tubing, worship, 
and other fun stuff. We also got the OK to bring snowboards if you have one. Hopefully we 
get some snow! Here are some suggestions of items you will want to bring: a twin-size top 
sheet for your bed, blankets, pillow, toiletries, towels, warm clothes (maybe 3 pairs of 
them), boots, gloves and hats, coats, etc. We will be meeting at 6:15pm at Trinity Center 
on Friday, February 10 and will be leaving promptly at 6:30. We will use youth leaders and 
parents as drivers. We will return to Trinity Center on Sunday, February 12 at approxi-
mately 2:00pm for pick up. Permissions slips and registration forms (see page 4) need to be 
turned in as quickly as possible. 
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The Pursuit of  Transformation 

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will.  

Romans 12:2 NIV 1984 
 

 The Apostle Paul has been developing this moment for 11 chapters of the book of Romans.  He bridges from 
deep theological discussions of sin and salvation to the powerful outworking of our faith.  Our salvation is worked out 
in actual life transformation and growth.  We are accepted for who we are and then we are welcomed into a loving 
relationship that fundamentally changes who we are and how we think, live and act.  Paul commands us to not 
conform to the patterns of this world but rather to be and do something different.  Being and doing different things 
requires that we think about our lives differently in light of God's grace and the amazing truth of his Word.   

 I pray that 2017 is a year in which we make significant progress on this lifelong journey of transformation.  
The more time we spend loving Jesus in his presence the more our minds will be renewed, refreshed and changed in 
accordance with his will.  I am particularly praying that we might become more effective agents of bringing this 
transformation into the lives of people who desperately need it.  Our communities and neighborhoods are filled with 
people who are in certain need of the ministry of Jesus.  The loving relationship that he offers is unknown to them 
and, while they may know some facts about religion and faith, they are yet to be transformed by a loving relationship 
that brings joy and abundance into their lives. 

 One of the amazing things about submitting to the loving Word of God is that our wishes and his wishes 
mysteriously blend together.  Our personal wants for the things of this world become smaller, and our true heart 
pursues goodness and service as our first love and hope.  Our hearts are informed by our transformed minds and 
suddenly it becomes easier for us to see God working in our everyday lives and to hear his voice speaking to us.  And 
when we do hear his voice our heart joins in and says, “Yes, that is what I am seeking and longing to do!”  Walking 
with our Lord Jesus is a wonderful and joyful thing.  Our joy is multiplied when we allow ourselves to be in 
relationships that help us to flourish and grow in our faith.  Perhaps this year is the year when we will hear God's call 
to do something new and build fresh relationships with others who are feeling the nudge of the Spirit.   

 May he continue to transform our minds and renew us day by day, filling us with the Holy Spirit and giving 
us new brothers and sisters in Christ with whom we can be in relationships, helping them to experience a deeper 
level of spiritual transformation.    

       Peace in Christ, 

         Rev. Justin   

 

 

  

 

        Pastor Justin        
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Telephone Prayer and  
Information List 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 5 

Following our worship service, we will 
have a special collection to benefit the  
McDonald Food Bank. Members are 
encouraged to bring soup and crackers. 
As always, any donation is welcome.  
Together we can help tackle hunger! 

Occasionally, news and prayer 
requests are communicated to the 
congregation via email. However, not 
all of our members have email access. 
Therefore, we instituted a prayer and 
information chain for items that 
Pastor Justin feels need to be shared 
during the week and should not wait 
until Sunday Service. 

When an email is sent out, a call will 
be made to the first person on the list 
who, in turn, will immediately call 
the next person, who will call the 
next, and so on. 

This prayer and news chain includes 
the following: 

Arlene Carr            724-926-8264 

Jane Baker            724-926-3927 

Margaret Novak            724-926-9894 

Shirley & Ed Esposito   724-492-1530 

Janet Crawford            724-796-3036 

Hannah Fay Descutner 724-356-3466 

Shirl Krenn                   724-926-8179 

Please keep this list near your phone 
and be diligent about making calls. 

Any questions or changes can be 
directed to Molly Maxwell (724-356-
3135). 

MYM Spaghetti Dinner 
& Silent Auction ~ 

March 4 

On Saturday, March 4 from 4-7pm, 

MYM will host a Spaghetti Dinner 

fundraiser at Trinity Center Fellowship 

Hall. Dinner will include a plate of de-

licious spaghetti, salad, bread, dessert 

and drink. Tickets are $9 for adults and 

$4 for children 3 to 12 years of age. 

Children two and under eat for free. If 

you would like to make a donation for 

the supplies or donate a basket for the 

Silent Auction, you may do so with 

Nancy Turk. Tickets will be available 

following worship the weeks leading up 

to the dinner. As always, your support 

for MYM is greatly appreciated. 

            Pizza with the Pastor~March 12 
 

    We will be hosting a Pizza with the Pastor 
        event on Sunday, March 12 following  
        worship. The gathering is for anyone  
        who is not a member of our congrega-
tion but is interested in learning more about our mission and purpose as a 
church. You will have an opportunity to discuss membership and interact 
with Pastor Justin and several other church leaders.  There is no cost to 
attend. Please RSVP to the church office, Jim McDowell (724-926-3374), 
or call or text Molly Maxwell (412-760-3434). 

All rehearsal dates listed are 
Thursdays. 

 
Feb 2 6:00  Bells 
 7:30  Adults 
 
Feb 9 6:45  Kids 
 7:15  Kids/Women 
 7:30  Adults 
 
Feb 16 6:00  Bells 
 7:30  Adults 
 
Feb 23 6:45  Kids 
 7:30  Adults 
 
Mar 2 6:00 Bells 
 7:30  Adults 
 
Mar 9 6:45  Kids 
 7:30  Adults 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 
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WINTER YOUTH RETREAT 

PINE SPRINGS - FEBRUARY 10-12, 2017 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, CONTACT JIM MCDOWELL (724-809-9755)                                    

OR REV. JUSTIN AMSLER (724-699-0157) 

 

PERMISSION SLIP 

 

I give permission for my student to travel off-site to the Pine Springs Winter Retreat. This permission 
includes transportation with a parent or youth leader 21 years of age or older to the respective site for 
this youth event. 

 Parent/Guardian Name:           

 Parent/Guardian Signature:          

 Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:        

 

As a Student I agree to abide by all group rules and to stay with the group at all times. 

 Student Name:            

    Student Signature:                                       

 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 

 

Student Name              

Father/Guardian       Mother/Guardian      

Address               

Home Phone       

 

PLEASE CHECK ONE:   Camper    Youth Leader/Sponsor 

 

** COST IS $30 PER STUDENT (this includes transportation and food for the weekend) ** 

 

 Parent/Guardian Signature:          

 

 Camper/Youth Signature:          
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MINISTRY UPDATES 

Last November, MPC packed 521 shoeboxes! As a church we sent a total of 573! We would love to 

pack 550 this year at our packing party. We are blessed to have already a great start with supplies and 

shipping donations for this year. Please continue to pray for all Operation Christmas Child 

volunteers and, most importantly, for the children who will receive a shoebox gift 

this year. 
 

This is the donation schedule we hope to follow—but ANY GIFT at ANY TIME is appreciated! 
Keep an eye out for good deals! 

 
February bars of soap     Aug & Sep school supplies: notebooks* and  
March  washcloths       coloring books, pencils, erasers*, 
April  small toys/small stuffed animals     sharpeners*, crayons/markers/  
May  flip flops        colored pencils 
June  LOOK FOR AN UPDATE      
July  toothbrushes*/combs    October TO BE DETERMINED 
 
* we hope to purchase these items in bulk—monetary donations welcome—details to follow. 
 
All year  plastic shoeboxes, bandanas (2/$1 at Dollar Tree stores), extra Christmas cards, 
  monetary donations to defray the cost of shipping ($7/box) 
 
Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143). 
 
Ida Galacic has generously offered to crochet her signature floppy tossle caps again! They added a very special personal touch to 
each box last year. If you have any extra 4-ply yarn (any color) lying around, she’ll take it! If you would like to donate yarn or if 
you crochet and would like to get in on this fun project, please see Ida or Michelle.  Thanks so much! 
 
 
Although the snow is still flying, it’s not too early to start 
planning for summer 2017 Children’s Ministry activities. 
Pine Springs Camp has published their 2017 summer sched-
ule and MPC offers a scholarship for our children in  minis-
try. There are still some details to be worked out, but we 
will have a visit from Pine Springs Camp on March 26 in 
Sunday School classes, worship and fellowship afterwards. Please be present on that day to find out what these awesome oppor-
tunities hold! Pine Springs Ministries is also looking forward to Pine Springs Jump this year; details are being finalized now. 
Contact the church office for more information. 
 
Vacation Bible School will be June 19-23 this year. We have already begun planning. A volunteer meeting will be held in 
March. Contact Karin Muñoz to find out ways you can volunteer this year. 
 
We started 2017 with a fun breakfast and Pajama Day in Sunday School on January 15. The kids and teachers loved it so much 
we are planning for more days to come!  Children’s Church is being treated to some exciting remodeling sometime in Febru-
ary. Be sure to come downstairs and take a look! We have a fantastic, hard-working group of volunteers teaching and assisting 
our children. Won’t you please consider helping out in Children’s Church or the nursery? Please call Karin Muñoz if you are 
interested. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: February 22 - monthly birthday celebration with DONUTS 
   March 19 - monthly birthday celebration with DONUTS 
   March 26 - Pine Springs visit 
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Women's/Men's Ministries Interest Survey 

We all agree that participating in service projects, seasonal activities and Christian fellowship are some of the best 
things about being part of a church congregation.  We enjoying doing them together, and will continue to do so.  But what if 
you could do some great things with just “the girls” or just “the guys”?  The Session would like to make this a reality.  Please 
take this short survey to help us determine if a Women's and/or Men's Ministry is a good idea for McDonald Presbyterian 
Church.  (Please use different ink colors to designate different household members – thanks!) 
 

Your age:    Availability:    Do you require childcare?  

_____  20 – 30    ____ Daytime    _____  Yes, please 

_____  31 – 45    ____ Evening    _____ No, thank you 

_____  46 – 60    What days are best? 

_____  60+    __________________________________________________________ 

 

Please mark any activities in which you would be interested in participating.  Even better, please provide additional suggestions for our 
consideration.    

Women         Men  

_____ Ladies’ Tea       _____ Men's Breakfast 

_____ Craft Night/Lunch      _____ Pirate ballgame 

_____ Movie Night      _____ Movie Night 

_____ Spa Day       _____ Big Screen Sports Day/Night 

_____ Flower Arranging class     _____ Golf/Dinner 

_____ Service Project      _____  Service Project 

_____ Day trip       _____ Day Trip 

_____ Concert/Book signing at Paris Presbyterian    _____ Concert/Book signing at Paris Presbyterian 

 

Additional suggestions: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If a speaker could be arranged, what topics would you like to hear about?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Are you interested in helping to lead this ministry or a specific event? _____  Yes  _____ No 

If yes, please provide your name and phone number ______________________________________________________ 

Are you willing to travel/carpool to New Hope City Center to use their meeting rooms/coffee shop? 

____  Yes  _____ No 

** Thank you for your help!  Please return this survey to the offering plate or the church office by February 26, 2017. 
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Date Lay Leader Greeters Hospitality Acolytes 
Children’s 

Church 
Nursery 
Helper 

Young   

Disciples 

Feb 5 
Michelle   
Unruh 

Joy Penderville 
Connie & 

Andy Buydasz 
Hailey & Sydney 

Bair 
Adriane 
Ware 

Julie Bennett Cliff Elicker 

Feb 12 
Linda       

Matchett 
Shirl & Norm 

Krenn 
Marcia Jewell 

Megan Esposito 
& Kirsten Mu-

ñoz 
Julie Petito Zoe Unruh Cliff Elicker 

Feb 19 Patty Doane 
Deb & Gary 
McGinnis 

Nancy Turk 
Jillian Panizza & 

Kaitlyn Eger 
Volunteer 
Needed 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Summer 
Steele 

Feb 26 
Peggy       

Samarin 
Nancy Lauff & 
Rhonda Lauff 

Deb Elicker & 
Peg Moore 

Emma Russi & 
Volunteer  
Needed 

Karin Mu-
ñoz 

Kirsten Mu-
ñoz 

Jeff Muñoz 

 

Communion Servers for February 5:  

Connie Buydasz, Ed Gilbert, Linda Matchett, Ed Nalesnick, Nancy Turk, Michelle Unruh 

This month we would like to recognize two teams of “Silent Servants” : 

 The Trustees for the work that they are constantly doing around the church. 

AND 

 Nancy & Andy Diamond for preparing the communion bread and wine and the setting 
up and cleaning up after communion each  month. 

 
CENTER U.P. ANNUAL SHROVE DINNER ~ feb 28 

On Tuesday, February 28 from 4:30-7:00pm, Center U.P. Mariners will be holding their 
annual Shrove Dinner at the Social Hall of Center U.P. Church. Meals items include: 
pancakes, syrup, sausage, mush, fruit, orange juice and cookies. Cost is $7 for adults and 
$4 for kids aged 12 and under. Please call 724-796-1797 or 724-796-3351 by February 20 
to purchase your ticket. Come enjoy a great meal before Lent begins. Center U.P. Church 
greatly appreciates your support as they continue to minister to the community. 
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 Mrs. Sylvia Cimarrolli  

 Ms. Kim Cook 

 Miss Julie Hanczar    

 Ms. Debby Penberthy 

 Mr. Chuck Smith, Sr.  

 

 

Assisted Living /Rehabilitation 
 

Mrs. Connie Walker, Helen Purcell Home, Health Care Unit, 1854 Norwood Boulevard, Zanesville, OH  43701 

Miss Mary Ann Johnen, Presbyterian Senior Care, Southmont, Rm 528, 880 S. Main St, Washington, PA 15301  

Mrs. Dorothy Roths, Golden Living Center of South Hills, 201 Village Dr., Rm 308, Canonsburg, PA 15317 (412) 
344-9860 

Mr. John Walker, Paulin Personal Care Home, 119 W. Lincoln Ave, McDonald, PA 15057   

Miss Rosemarie Rocher, Country Meadows of South Hills, #4, 3570 Washington Pike, Rm 473A, Bridgeville, PA 
15017  (412)206-7096 

Mr. Larry Doak, H John Heinz III Progressive Center, 1st Fl, South Hall, 1010 Delafield Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

Ms. Margaret Augustine, Humbert Lane Personal Care Home, 90 Humbert Lane, Washington, PA 15301 

 

CARE LIST 

My heartfelt thanks to my dear church family - to those who came to the funeral home, sent 
cards or personal expressions of sympathy at the passing of my brother, Ed Solomon. God 
bless you all. ~ Becky Gladden 
 
Many thanks to those in the congregation who purchased blue 
ribbons in support of our police forces. The total amount collected 
was $125 and was donated to the fund for the family of Officer Scott L. 
Bashioum. ~ Linda Matchett 
 
A personal note of thanks from the newsletter editor to the leadership of our 
church: The Advent Devotional Booklet was an uplifting, spirit-filled guide that 
gave more meaning to the Advent season than I've experienced in awhile.  It is 
comforting to know that the leaders of our church tend so well to our spiritual 
health. It was heart-warming to share in the stories of so many of our members. 
This was truly a thoughtful endeavor motivated by love. I personally commend 
you and thank you for your dedication to this congregation. ~ Patty Doane
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WEEKLY EVENTS 

SUNDAYS   9:30am Sunday School 
   10:45am Worship 

TUESDAYS  9:30am Women’s Bible Study 
   Boy Scouts 

WEDNESDAYS Homework Workshop 
   Girl Scouts  
   MYM 

THURSDAYS  Soccer Shots 
   Choir 

FRIDAYS  AA Trinity Center 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

February 7   7:30pm Trustees Meeting 
   Auditors’ Meeting 

February 8  10am Office Staff Meeting 

February 13  6:30pm Finance Meeting 
   Newsletter Deadline 

February 16  7:00pm Lioness Meeting 

February 20  6:30pm Session Meeting 

February 27  7:00pm Deacons Meeting 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

February 2, 14, 28 Dartball 

February 2 & 16  5:45pm Paulin Bible Study (Trinity Library) 

February 5  Communion 

February 10-12 PSC Youth Retreat 

February 14  Valentine’s Day 

February 24  Boy Scouts Blue/Gold Banquet Setup 

February 25  10:00am Communicants Class 
   Boy Scouts Blue/Gold Banquet 

February 26  Prayer & Healing Service 

Quote of the Month:   

   
“Keep praying...just 

keep on praying.  
Never ever give up.” 
(Chuck Smith, during Joys &       

Concerns) 

 
Scripture of the Month:   

Ephesians 6:18 

 

 

Asher Martin  2/1  Brandon Bennett 2/15 

Gene Cimarolli  2/6  Debby Penberthy 2/15 

Katie Nation  2/7  Joy Penderville  2/15    February 6 

Laniey Esposito  2/7  Doug Cooper, Sr. 2/21    Tammy & Bob McDowell 

Jace Foriska  2/8  Mike Jewell  2/21     

Peggy Hughey  2/10  Mark Slack  2/22               February 11 

Betty Ryan  2/11  Violet Longstreth 2/23     Peggy & Frank Samarin 

Zoe Unruh  2/12  Christopher Gladden 2/27      

Hailey Bair  2/14  Justin Amsler  2/28               February 17 

Kimberly Muñoz 2/14  Ethan Goodwin  2/29      Debbie & Rex Keslar 
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FEBRUARY 2017 

NEWSLETTER 

Pastor~Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 

724/699-0157 

Church Secretary~Karen Richard 

karen@mcdonaldpres.org 

724/926-8561 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 

8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Operations Officer~Tom Maxwell 

Accounts Payable~Heather Weiler 

heather@mcdonaldpres.org 

Director of Children’s Ministries 

Karin Muñoz 

karin@mcdonaldpres.org 

Choir Director~Syndria Lowe 

Organist~Donna Klimas 

MYM Ministry Leader~Jim McDowell 

Custodial Staff 

Pat Powell—Supervisor 

Paul Winters / Summer Steele 

Newsletter Editor~Patty Doane 

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

 THIS MONTH 

 February 5  Communion 

 February 10-12  Youth Retreat 

 February 14  Valentine’s Day 

 February 25  Communicants Class 

 February 26  Prayer & Healing Service 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

NEXT MONTH 

 March 1   Ash Wednesday 

 March 4   MYM Spaghetti Dinner 

 March 7   Home Visit Communion 

 March 12   Pizza with the Pastor 
 


